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 MAJOR STEP TAKEN TOWARDS REVOLUTIONIZING AIR TRAFF IC 

CONTROL IN EUROPE 

- SOFREAVIA/SITA CONSORTIUM CHOSEN TO DEVELOP SAFETY CRITICAL NEXT-

GENERATION DATA LINK SYSTEM GATEWAY   

 

PARIS – 9 February 2007 – The drive to reduce the dependence of air traffic control on voice 

communications gained fresh impetus today with the announcement that EUROCONTROL 

and the German Air Navigation Service provider, DFS, have contracted the 

SOFREAVIA/SITA consortium to supply the next generation of data-link gateway systems 

known as the “Data Link Front End Processor” DL-FEP. 

 

The DL-FEP will contribute to the ultimate goal of the EUROCONTROL LINK2000+ 

Programme of supporting the majority of all aircraft movements in European air space as 

pilots of data link equipped aircraft  will be able to conduct the majority of their routine 

communications with air traffic controllers via data link. 

 

The EUROCONTROL Link2000+ Programme is coordinating the implementation of 

International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) compliant Controller Pilot Data Link 

Communications (CPDLC) across Europe and the equipage of airlines operating in European 

airspace. 

 

Philip Clinch, SITA’s Director, Aircraft Cockpit Communications Services, said, “The award 

follows an extremely competitive tendering process that lasted well over a year and 

demonstrates EUROCONTROL/DFS confidence in the SOFREAVIA/SITA consortium to 

develop the DL-FEP in accordance with the stringent software development requirements 

applicable to systems of this type.” 

 

DL-FEP will be integrated with the Air Traffic Management Systems installed at the 

EUROCONTROL Maastricht Upper Airspace Control Centre (MUACC) and the DFS En-

Route centre at Karlsruhe in order to enable air traffic controllers to exchange data-link 

messages with pilots on data-link equipped aircraft.   The DL-FEP will be capable of handling 

both the legacy ACARS based “FANS 1/A” and ICAO-compliant ATN -equipped aircraft. 

 
Francis Brangier, SOFREAVIA’s Director of Operations, said, “With the expected “Data Link 

Implementation Rule” to be adopted by the European Commission under the Single European 
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Sky initiative’s  “Interoperability Regulation” by the end of this year, all Air Navigation Service 

Providers (ANSPs) in Europe will need to upgrade and/or complement their ATM 

infrastructures with DL-FEP equivalent functionality by circa 2010. 

 
“With this new contract, the SOFREAVIA/SITA Consortium confirms its lead position in the 

provision of complete end-to-end data-link communication solutions to answer the stringent 

requirements of EUROCONTROL, the European Commission’s Single European Sky 

initiative and all European ANSPs committed to the LINK2000+ program. SITA is already 

providing the air/ground service to the vast majority of airlines using CPDLC today while 

SOFREAVIA is the European leader for the provision of operational ATN Datalink systems.” 

 
The Link2000+ Programme business case estimates that, within 10 years, over three quarters 

of all movements, i.e. circa 16,000 per day, in European airspace will be made by datalink 

equipped aircraft.  This will enable an airspace capacity increase of about 11% allowing air 

navigation service providers to handle the growing volumes of traffic at lower cost than would 

otherwise have been possible.  Across Europe, the Link2000+ programme is forecast to 

realise savings of US$180m per year by 2013 and this will continue to grow in line with 

aircraft equipage. 

 

ENDS 

For further information (not for publication) conta ct:  

 
SITA   
Denis McClean, Director, Public Relations 
Tel: +41-22-747-6824 
Mobile: +41-79-2173357 
Email: Denis.McClean@sita.aero 
 

 
SOFREAVIA 
Francis Brangier 
Tel: +33 5 62 24 56 02 
Mobile: +33 6 15 37 26 57 
Email: brangierf@tlse.sofreavia.fr 
 

 

Notes to Editors:  

About SOFREAVIA  

Sofréavia has been for long one of the most well-known company dedicated to Civil Aviation 
consulting and engineering in Europe and the rest of the world, carrying out more than 1000 
projects in 140 countries, and covering the three domains:  

- Air traffic Management  
- Airport  
- Air Transport  

 
By remaining focused on our domains of speciality, Sofréavia assures its clients they will 
benefits from a very dedicated staff with the most accurate skills, highly aware of the 
complexities and constraints of civil aviation today and the challenges of foreseen evolutions. 



 

 

 

 

3 

Sofréavia is deeply committed to deliver well fit customer-tailored solutions that increase 
safety and efficiency of operations, compliance with international standards, and best use of 
state of the art technology.  
 
In 2006, Sofréavia joined "Groupe Egis", a subsidiary of the group "Caisse Des Dépôts", and 
one of the world leading companies in transport and infrastructure engineering. 
Within a sound and growing group, Sofréavia strengthens significantly its international sale 
network, its capacity in dealing with International Financial Institutions and benefits from 
"Groupe Egis" successful track-record in the development of major infrastructure projects, 
particularly in the form of public-private partnerships.  
 
Further information can be found at www.sofreavia.com 

About SITA  

SITA is the world's leading service provider of integrated IT business solutions and 
communication services for the air transport industry. SITA manages complex communication 
solutions for its air transport, government and GDS customers over the world's most 
extensive communication network, complemented by consultancy in the design, deployment 
and integration of communication services.  Its broad range of airline and airport IT 
applications and services includes airport operations and integrated baggage services, 
common use and desktop services, flight operations and air-to-ground communications and 
end-to-end airline distribution and fares services. 
 
SITA has two main subsidiaries: OnAir, which is leading the race to bring in-flight mobile 
telephony to the market, and CHAMP Cargosystems, the world's only IT company solely 
dedicated to air cargo. SITA also operates two joint ventures providing services to the air 
transport community: Aviareto for aircraft asset management and CertiPath for secure 
electronic identity management. In addition, SITA sponsors .aero, the Internet top level 
domain reserved exclusively for aviation. 
 
SITA covers 220 countries and territories and the head office is in Geneva, Switzerland. SITA 
had aggregated revenues of US$ 1.554 billion in 2005 (€ 1.295 billion). 
 
Further information can be found at www.sita.aero 


